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Annotation: Taking into account today's realities, the article examines the legal and political content of
the Constitution of the country, its role in the legal system, issues such as the updated Constitution of
Uzbekistan and its innovations.

It is noted that the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan reflects not only the achievements of national
state and legal development, but also the results and extensive experience of constitutional development of
the most advanced countries in the world.

An attempt has been made, using the example of constitutional norms and their subsequent detailed
expression in current legislation, to describe that the Constitution serves as the legal basis and basis for
the development of current legislation.

Introduction. The word "“constitution” comes from the Latin word "constitutio”, which
means "system", “establishment", "institution". However, the term "constitution" did not always
mean the Basic Law. During the Great Roman Empire, the term referred to various solid
documents issued by emperors, such as edicts, decrees, mandates and rescripts.

The Constitution of Uzbekistan was drafted on the basis of the achievements of international
constitutionalism and, in terms of its content, structure and democratic character, takes its place
among the world's constitutions. The democratic character of the Basic Law has been recognized
by many international experts. In particular, according to political scientist Catherine Pugel,
professor at the National University of Eastern Civilizations in France, "It is worth noting that the
Constitution of Uzbekistan was drafted and adopted within a very short period of time after
independence. The rich historical path of development of the Uzbek statehood, modern ideas of
constitutional construction, universal democratic principles and advanced constitutional
experience of developed countries of the world were taken into account while drafting the Basic
Law. [1].

It should be noted that, the ideas of public administration based on justice and laws, praised
in the works of great thinkers of the Turanian land - "Kutadgu Bilik" Yusuf-Khos Hadjib
Bolosogin [2], "Treatise on the views of the inhabitants of the city of Fazil" by Al-Farabi [3],
"Temur's Provisions” by Amir Temur [4], "Saddi Iskandari" by Alisher Navoi [5], "Boburname™
by Zahiriddin Babur [6] are expressed to a greater or lesser extent in the spirit of the Constitution
of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Consequently, the Basic Law is an expression of the spiritual and legal development of the
nation, as it reflects the level of economic, legal, political and cultural development of the society,
as well as the mentality of the people.

It should be emphasized that the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, in terms of the
content and essence of its new norms, reflects a qualitatively new level of the status of society, the
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State and the individual. Consequently, as a result of the update, the number of articles of the
Constitution has increased from 128 to 155, and its norms have increased from 275 to 434. In
general, according to official data, the Constitution has been updated by 65 percent. [7].

Main part. Let us highlight some of the changes made to the Constitution. Article 1 of the
Constitution reads as follows: "Uzbekistan is a sovereign, democratic, legal, social and secular
State with a republican form of government".

It should be recalled that the norm of the same content was enshrined in the first constitutions
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, adopted after the independence of the
Central Asian countries, except for the Constitution of Uzbekistan. As rightly pointed out by
M.N.Marchenko, each stage of development of society - its economic, socio-political, cultural and
other level always corresponds to a certain level of development of constitutional legislation[8].

The legal, social and secular nature of the State is now expressed in the Constitution of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, which was updated in 2023.

Over the past years of independence, the country, society and the life and thinking of the
population have changed significantly. In fact, "Over the past short period, the political-legal,
socio-economic, cultural and educational landscape of our society has completely changed.
Freedom and openness, the rule of law, mutually beneficial cooperation with the world community
have become the main direction of our state's policy"” [9].

Therefore, in a state governed by the rule of law, all subjects of law act on the basis of
laws, within the framework of the law and in connection with the implementation of laws. An
important condition for the rule of law is that all citizens, from the highest officials to ordinary
citizens, are equal before the law and the courts. An important challenge is to establish a truly
independent judiciary based solely on law and justice.

Declaring itself a social State, Uzbekistan undertakes to create conditions for a decent life
for every citizen.

This means distribution of available resources based on the principles of social justice,
avoidance of strong stratification in society, guarantee of quality education and medicine for the
most vulnerable segments of the population, effective social protection programs, support for
citizens with disabilities and those in need of assistance, fair labor legislation, and an attractive
pension system.

It is known that in a secular state the state and religion, education and religion are separated
from each other. The state treats everyone equally, regardless of religious beliefs, and takes a
neutral position on religious issues. According to article 35 of the Constitution, "Freedom of
conscience is guaranteed to all. Everyone has the right to profess any religion or not to profess any
religion. Forced imposition of religious views is inadmissible™. According to official data, there
are 2,225 religious organizations and 16 different religious denominations registered in the
Republic today[10].

The importance of the Constitution as the Basic Law of the country is also manifested in the
fact that its norms are directly applicable, which allows citizens to act not only on the basis of
laws, but also directly on the norms of the Constitution, in particular, when applying to the court.

As stated in article 15 of the Constitution, "the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan
has supreme legal force throughout the country, is directly applicable and forms the basis of a
unified legal space".

Another new norm of Article 19 of the Constitution states that "benefits shall be established
only in accordance with the law and must comply with the principles of social justice”.This means
that it is inadmissible to establish them further on the basis of subordinate legislation.

It should be noted that the following new norm established in the updated Constitution
undoubtedly also serves to ensure human rights, as "All contradictions and ambiguities in the
legislation arising in the relations between a person and state bodies shall be interpreted in favor
of the person. Thus, if a conflict arises on issues not clearly defined in the law, the issue will be
resolved in favor of the person, not the state.

| 38



February 9, 2024 « Athens, Hellenic Republic e Collection of scientific papers «SCIENTIA» I

It is known that in any society any activity must be based on the established order, the
legislation in force. In this regard, Article 21 of the Basic Law states that "Human rights and
freedoms may be restricted only in accordance with the law and only to the extent necessary to
protect the constitutional order, public health, public morals, rights and freedoms of other persons,
to ensure public safety and public order".

In a digitized society, personal privacy is of paramount importance, including in the virtual
world. The provision that "Everyone has the right to protection of his personal data, as well as to
demand correction of inaccurate data, destruction of data collected about him illegally or no longer
having legal grounds™ (Article 31) serves as a legal guarantee for the protection of this right.

Conclusion. Based on the above, we can say that today the norms of the Basic Law of
Uzbekistan in their content and essence are more in line with the requirements and principles of
democracy, human rights and the rule of law than ever before. The main thing is that it provides a
mechanism for the implementation of these new norms, i.e. appropriate organizational, legal,
financial measures and procedures, i.e. guarantees.

At the same time, it should be noted that the implementation of the norms of the updated
Constitution largely depends on the fact that its norms take a place in the heart of every member
of society and become a program of action in their activities.
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