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Abstract: The article examines the policy of the Soviet government in relations with the Muslim population 

of Karakalpakstan and the significance of its research in Soviet times and today. 

 

 

History is a mirror of human life, past and future, and generally, it can be understood as the 

direction of every people’s footsteps. In this regard, the first president of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan, I.A. Karimov, said: “A nation and society who forgets history loses their direction 

too. Such a nation and society have no future.” 

Our country is known for its rich history, past, scientific and spiritual legacy of our ancestors 

in the world. It is the duty for each of us to study our history and preserve it. The reason is that the 

science of history is very important on people’s understanding, strengthening and developing the 

personality. The first president of the Republic of Uzbekistan assessed the history science: “In 

order for a person to keep his head high, without feeling inferior to others in the country where he 

was born and raised, a person needs a historical memory. No matter who he is.” However, if every 

member of the society knows his history well, it is impossible to lead such a person astray, attract 

different principles. The history science teaches people to be alert and strengthens his will. People, 

who lose their history means lose their life too. “The basis of this idea is to understand our nation 

identity. It is impossible to understand the identity without knowing the real history”. 

It is an important task to create a true history based on sources, write correctly and to restore 

the historical truth. In this regard, the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted 

decision No. 445 “Preparation and publication of a new history of Uzbekistan” on December 16, 

1996, the decision of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Karakalpakstan No. 45/2 

“Preparation of a new history of Karakalpakstan” was adopted on February 24, 1997. 

In the decision, significant information is given about the deep scientific research of the 

historical events related to the nation’s destiny in our nation’s past and its correct embodiment, as 

well as the correct assessment of historical events, paying attention to the importance of history 

and science in the formation of ideas of national independence, patriotism, citizenship and 

universal human values in youth, taking into account that historical stages and socio-political 

progress is a continuous phenomenon, relying on historicity and heritage foundations, recognizing 

that the Karakalpakstan people have a great historical heritage and have made a worthy 

contribution to universal human abilities, taking into account the specific programs and features 
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of thoughts and views of state building, avoiding a one-sided subjective point of view and 

maintaining a single research method when writing each section and chapter of the new history of 

Karakalpakstan, when reflecting the events related to the history of Karakalpakstan, paying 

attention to the fact that the history of Karakalpakstan is an integral part of the history of the 

ancient Turan and Turkistan, taking into account that the history of Karakalpakstan is inextricably 

linked to the socio-historical events that took place in various regions of the world, as well as to 

the progressive events of the world and their influence on each other, not allowing the preserved 

ideas of the communist-bolshevist ideology and distorting the past when conducting research. 

Therefore, if we pay attention to the history of the Soviet era in the 20-30s of the 20th century, 

the policy of the Soviet government aimed at Islam in Karakalpakstan, or the collectivization 

policy implemented during this period, the policy of destroying the rich peasant farm as a class, a 

policy aimed at Islam and Muslim scholars in the history of the Soviet era, it was analyzed and 

shown only unilaterally. More precisely, in the scientific literature in the Soviet era, unjust and 

frightening political situations related to the strict policy of the government were not written. Even 

at that time, there were archival sources that revealed the full picture of these terrible events. 

However, scientific researchers of that time could not use these sources. The reason for this is that 

the politics of religion, collectivization, pressure and repression of Muslim scholars did not 

correspond to the requirements of the ruling ideology. As a result, the pages of history related to 

the government’s political issues have been a gap in the history of our country for many years. 

After gaining independence, our country took the fate of the history science into its own 

hands, as it happened in other fields. After Uzbekistan entered the international arena as an 

independent country, looking at the past and studying the history of the last colonial period became 

and remains one of the most important social, political and spiritual issues. Because it is necessary 

to protect the nation and study their real history. 

  A new era in the history of our nation began with the independence of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan and the sovereignty of the Republic of Karakalpakstan. The reason is that we had the 

opportunity to restore the past, to put the historical truth in its place. In particular, it became 

possible for scientific researchers to view and analyze archival documents stored secretly. As a 

result, the strict policy of the Soviet government against Islam, religious organizations, and 

Muslim scholars, the fate of those who were unjustly punished for publishing, and the true actions 

of the Soviet government’s repressive policy were revealed. 

In accordance with the order of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Sh.M.Mirziyoyev dated October 8, 2020 “Additional options for further in-depth study of the 

heritage of repression victims and perpetuation of their names” and currently, a republican 

working group has been formed and a “roadmap” has been approved for restoring the names of 

the victims of repression and perpetuating their names. Thus, according to this order, historians, 

the worker group members and the Supreme Court of the Republic of Uzbekistan are studying the 

history of those repressed by the Soviet government and justifying their names. Among the 

measures 115 people on August 25, 2021, 120 people on January 6, 2022, 173 people on December 

19, 2022, 208 persons on April 19, 2023, on August 24, 2023, 240 persons were found innocent 

and there were Karakalpakstan people among them. [3] Most of those who were acquitted were 

repressed by the government with various false accusations in the 20s and 30s of the 20th century. 

The Soviet state’s policy of repression against the Muslim people who are from Karakalpakstan 

is one of the most pressing issues in the history of our nation that still needs to be totally studied. 
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