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EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES AND THEIR TYPES

Abstract. The article is dedicated to the professional self-realization of individuals, which is currently one
of the key interdisciplinary issues studied by representatives of psychology, philosophy, sociology, cultural
studies, and pedagogy.

The key factor for the successful self-realization of an educator is their aspiration and ability
for self-development. According to the authors, educational websites play a significant role in the
contemporary professional activities of educators, representing an essential component of the
Internet space. The article analyzes the potential of modern educational web resources, examining
their impact on the processes of professional self-realization of educators [1, p. 242]. Additionally,
it presents a typology of educational websites considered as platforms for self-realization,
contributing to the creation of socially significant products. These platforms not only enhance the
job satisfaction of educators in terms of both the process and outcomes but also ensure public
recognition of the importance of educators' work and achievements.

Modern educational websites are classified into several groups: websites of educational
institutions; web projects for distance learning; websites disseminating educational information;
websites for scientific research; information-reference websites; websites of competitive Internet
projects; websites of educational methodological associations; educational communities on social
networks; and educational web services.

These internet resources not only provide conditions for organizing the educational process
but also serve as platforms for the self-realization of educators. They facilitate the exchange of
experiences, the creation of educational products, the demonstration of developments and
achievements to colleagues, as well as participation in professional and creative competitions. It
is noted that educational websites play a crucial role in the professional activities of educators,
contributing to the overall Internet space [2, p. 147]. An educational website is understood as a
system of electronically hosted documents accessible through a common address, enabling a
purposeful learning process.

With the increasing number of educational websites, there arises a need for a more detailed
and nuanced typology, which will allow for a more effective approach to the search and use of
Internet resources by educators.

"Websites of educational institutions” describe resources that provide information about
educational institutions and serve as a platform for presenting educators' achievements. These
include websites of general educational institutions, including the organization of distance parent
meetings, contests, and information support [3].

"Websites for distance education” are viewed as projects that facilitate the educational
process through telecommunication networks. This category includes centers for distance
learning, testing centers, electronic problem banks, laboratory work, and lecture courses.

"Websites disseminating educational information” encompass virtual libraries, educational
journals, newspapers, and virtual museums, providing access to contemporary scientific and
methodological literature.
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"Websites for scientific research” provide resources for placing research papers of students,
researchers, and teachers, as well as virtual scientific laboratories and creative workshops,
supporting joint research projects among students at both the inter-school and international levels.

"Websites of information-reference character" include various resources, such as electronic
encyclopedias (e.g., "Encyclopedia of Cyril and Methodius"), dictionary websites (e.g., "Yandex
Dictionaries"), catalog websites (e.g., the international open catalog of lesson plans for teachers),
databases (e.g., "Memorial" with information about defenders of the Fatherland during and after
the Great Patriotic War), and resources providing information about conferences, contests, and
seminars in the scientific and educational field (Open Catalog of Scientific Conferences,
Exhibitions, and Seminars).

"Websites of competitive Internet projects” include resources aimed at establishing
connections between students, teachers, schoolchildren, and parents. These websites cover
Olympiads, quizzes, information-entertaining educational projects, and resources for conducting
educational competitions. They often provide the opportunity to obtain certificates and diplomas
for participation in contests, contributing to the enrichment of teachers' portfolios, sometimes
accompanied by material rewards for victory.

"Websites of educational methodological associations” cover resources that unite teachers
by subjects and directions. These websites provide a platform for thematic teleconferences,
webinars, creative interaction, and the professional development of teaching staff. Their feature is
the ability to comment on and evaluate posted works, contributing to the public recognition of
teachers' work and increasing their satisfaction with the results of their work [4, 39].

"Educational communities on social networks" are thematic associations of educators based
on professional interests. These communities provide broad opportunities for communication,
exchange of experience and information, as well as self-presentation.

"Educational web services" are resources that allow creating and storing educational
products in real-time. An interesting example is the web service for nonlinear presentations -
prezi.com.

In conclusion, modern educational websites offer a diverse range of opportunities for the
professional self-realization of educators, in accordance with the criteria outlined above. However,
it is important to note that despite the abundance of educational resources, there are sometimes
discrepancies between the possibilities of information technologies and their actual use in the
professional field of education.
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