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REFLECTION OF THE RESOURCE-METHODOLOGICAL
BASES OF MYTHICAL PERCEPTION AND
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD
IN IMPROVING THE SYSTEM
OF SOCIAL WORK

For spontaneous social pedagogy, it is extremely important to take into account
the social fabric of society, in particular, the state of the spiritual sphere. Moreover,
this direction becomes essential for targeted actions in social pedagogy (including
in the complex of social work). Given the turning point of social transformations
and large-scale historical shifts, ancient archetypes and myths emerge, often
influencing at the unconscious level. Ignoring this feature of the situation can distort
and reduce the productivity of social work. Meanwhile, deepening the
understanding of the nature of the ideal, the characteristic features of the myth can
help in its use.

I
Wie einer ist, so ist sein Gott, Darum ward Gott so oft zum Spott
J.W. von Goethe
Imagery, metaphor, associativity, and richness in allusions become important
resources for the competition of ideas and ideals, and the influence of the ideal field
of life on the real. Meanwhile, the real is assessed in comparison with the ideal. The
ideals of social justice, freedom, and equality are refracted through the ideas of each
cultural-civilizational world, concentrated in its basic value-sense complexes.
Obviously, general cultural and political-economic characteristics are becoming
infinitely more important than genetic characteristics. The state and dynamics of
national morality are fixed by shifts in conscience, justice, and trust as conditions
for the viability of social integrity. For the quality of life in society, the vector and
pace of socio-political development, and the quality of security, gender, age, race,
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and religion are not important, but the role (sometimes decisive) of the level of
talent, knowledge, understanding, experience, and professionalism is becoming
increasingly noticeable. In particular, the socio-cultural foundations of society
inevitably come to the fore at sharp turns in history. The balance of realism and
symbolism in social work sensitively reflects both global processes and the
dynamics of events within the cultural-civilizational world, continuing to be the
most important resource of socio-political identification / self-identification. In turn,
the multiplication of virtuality becomes a serious challenge for the real world. The
creation and dissemination of an attractive image not only attracts potential
supporters, “infects” them with information and, exciting them, activates them, they,
in fact, materialize ideas, approaches, transferring the virtual world into the real
plane and ensuring the receipt of effective advantages. Absorbing the features of
traditions, myths, value-sense complexes, operating with images affects the
transition between social and individual perception. The nature of the values
themselves orients us to consider the potential of social work from the standpoint of
the imprint of public consciousness on the individual; it comes into contact with the
constituent elements of social memory, social myths and traditions, reflecting the
totality of the properties of the ideal. Ideality as a feature of not only the existence
of a potential or subjective representation (collective or individual), but also the
form of representation, the active substitution of one object for another allows the
analysis of this sensory-supersensory reality. At the same time, by means of culture,
an ideal representation of material reality is carried out, when the ideal is a sign of
the truth of material existence. Relationships of social ideality of value-sense
complexes as a kind of objective subjectivity also confirm the role as a resource of
social integration and the formation of full-fledged socio-cultural fields, where in
the mosaic of everyday life there is a place for a variety of combinations of styles
and approaches [1-5].

In history, the spiritual principle is sometimes manifested in deviation from the
natural: the spirit gives birth to faith and hope; they open new paths to the future.
Thus, world history is full of accidents, thanks to which regularities are formed. The
action of the law of uneven historical development leads to a constant change of
leaders of development in the oikumene, changing ideas about what is due and
desirable (in particular, in social work). At the same time, on the one hand, history
is full of zigzags in the social activity of -cultural-civilizational worlds,
demonstrating the unevenness of their development and reliance on different
combinations of factors of political and economic success, the ability to overtake
without catching up. On the other hand, there are well-known cases when cultural-
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civilizational worlds refused further development in favour of preserving the
existing one. And the magnitude of each historical zigzag (outside of the assessment
of the quality of its impact and consequences) is determined by the duration of the
period of correction of the distortion it brought, the disturbance of the general course
of events. At the same time, the ecology of personality presupposes a constant civic
choice in favour of creativity as a manifestation of a purely individual combination
of talents in a socially provided form. If earlier a person, as a rule, realized himself
within the strict framework of a life path predetermined by birth, today, on a social
scale, freedom of choice in the production of meanings has replaced the former
freedom from choice with a reduction to animal-material reproduction [6-17].

However, the forms and relationships of the bestial, the human and the sacred
differ significantly for different cultural-civilizational worlds. Accordingly, under
the influence of multi-aspect tendencies of transformation, obedient adherence to
any external canon is even more meaningless; a set of solutions is needed that allow
combining the logics of post-crisis and development in relation to specific
conditions. The success of multi-faceted and multi-speed transformations (among
which there are also cardinal ones) urgently requires, on the one hand, the
complexity of transformations and measures for their embodiment, and on the other,
the allocation of priority areas (in particular, through the concentration of resource
bases and the shift of methodologies of influence in social work).

I
When will people understand
that it is useless for a man to read his Bible
unless he also reads everybody else's Bible?
G. K. Chesterton
It’s well known, chaos and crisis expand the corridor of possibilities, which
narrows with the development of a renewed order. The end of an era that has already
made its contribution to world history inevitably presupposes an aggravation of the
contradiction not only between the past and the future, but also between the
variations of the future itself, which becomes the core content of the special phase
of transformations. It is precisely from the transformations within its framework that
the direction and level, the ratio of the elements of progress and regression, the final
vector and the pace of subsequent changes largely depend. Progress is manifested,
in particular, in the ascent from the “economic man” to the “creative man”; while
regression is in degradation to biological instincts and the state of an “economic
animal”, in individual reduction to bestial instincts and social atomization, which
are actively stimulated by the environment of the “twilight consciousness”, oriented
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toward consumerism and accumulation, rejecting the essential powers of man in
favor of the fetishization of things and capital. Anomie characterizes the state of
society where, with a mosaic of perception, social and moral (value-sense)
imperatives are absent or unstable. With cyclical succession in the cultural-
civilizational world, the preconditions for a rollback of the community to a more
primitive type, anti-intellectualism and general degradation mature. Self-realization
of value-sense complexes of cultural-civilizational worlds in the system of myths,
worldviews, traditions, customs, etc. ensures the consideration of social form as a
determinant of the substance of the socio-informational process, in the unity of
networks of directly observable, past and future relations [18-34]. Understanding
the logic of history inevitably leads to the realization of the need for radical
transformations. But their content, objectives, and, therefore, the chosen tools,
immediate and further consequences differ significantly. The agenda is increasingly
being created by the confrontation between, on the one hand, countries of justice
and development, and, on the other, the favourites of the outgoing social order and
world order, based on the imposition of convenient regimes under the flag of
“democracy”, which are experiencing increasing popular resistance. At the moment
of transition, the role of chance and weak but precise influences increases. Attempts
to escalate pressure by military, political-diplomatic, economic, informational and
other means, support and use of the “fifth column”, promotion of non-profit
organizations and transnational corporations create situations of conflict, bringing
the “Big War” closer (including maliciously and accidentally). At the same time,
the oikumene has created all the prerequisites and opportunities for the deep
humanization of social relations, a more careful attitude towards man and nature,
one of the tools of which is social work. Nowadays, the entry of peoples into new
models of development is carried out on a global scale. On the one hand, this means
the formation and emphasis of the corresponding principles of socio-economic life,
regardless of subjective desires and awareness of what is happening. On the other
hand, understanding the essence of processes and the limits of effective influence
on them allows us to become a collective subject of strategic transformations.

In particular, in addition to the question of the fundamental primacy of the
material sphere, there is also the topic of the current priority of the ideal. The choice
of the priority of the individual and humanity: intellectual effort for the sake of
physical pleasures or physical efforts for the sake of moral-spiritual development; a
non-ideal situation can develop both in the ideal sphere and in spiritual production.
The structural position in the network of relations acts as a criterion for choosing:
the structure is an invariant means of fixing connections (which is formalized, for
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example, by a mathematical graph). The flexibility of the structures of negative and
positive feedback allows both to extinguish harmful impulses and to strengthen
useful ones, resulting in the improvement of the very measure of development,
cultivating reflexivity and allowing multiplying the specific advantages of the
relationship of the cyclically repeated and the uniquely non-reproducible. The more
foundations a society has, the more complex its internal structure is, the more stable
it is during periods of relative stability and change, the more capable it is of further
development. The quality of public fields is also determined by the ability to respect
other people's views; opposition is an important element of the socio-political
system. Public taboos can pursue a variety of tasks, ranging from the most
fundamental to the superficial. In particular, from concentrating public resources
around the basic value-sense complexes of cultural-civilizational worlds with the
cutting off of dead-end (and even suicidal) transformation options to closing
organizational-managerial areas and algorithms of certain spheres of life. Thus, an
Important task of journalism is to overcome xenophobia, which has deeply ingrained
the worldview of representatives of some cultures, who sincerely do not understand
those trying to live differently and with different views on what is happening.
Meanwhile, today the very concept of development obviously needs to be updated:
in addition to stable and balanced economic growth, it should be guided by such
ethical values as solidarity, freedom of choice, tolerance, and care for vulnerable
groups of the population. At the same time, no system of values can be considered
as unique, the only possible and priority for humanity. At the same time, humanized
technologies are not “socially neutral” ones; already at the design stage, they are
consciously oriented towards the development and enrichment of culture. It is wrong
to reduce the logic of changes in relations exclusively to the determination of culture
by technological and / or production innovations. The influence of the cultural
environment on the emergence and perception of innovations in technology and
economics is of great importance. Using myth perception, it is necessary to
overcome rigid technical and production determinism, refuse to analyze and to
evaluate economic situations and processes exclusively from the standpoint of
immediate benefit, and move on to the study of behavior and relations taking into
account historical, cultural, moral, psychological, religious and ethical traditions,
and plural models of choice.

The approaches of the socialized, national structure of society and the state
become consistently realized when covering production relations, manifesting
themselves, in particular, not only in the orientation toward the creation of an
ecologically clean product, but also in the gravitation toward ecologically clean
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reproduction cycles. The influence of environmental requirements (including human
ecology) is so strengthened that nature conservation is included in the understanding
of the social form of productive labour adequate to the new era. At the same time,
the urgent radical changes in the social space are comprehensive; they concern the
essence of political-economic and socio-cultural relations, lifestyle, geostrategic
positioning, etc. The ecumene is moving from consumerism and / or hoarding, when
the size of the gross product is determined only by the array of destroyed raw
materials, and the race for super-consumerism as a perverted stimulus for feverish
production is supplemented by a huge array of mass under-consumption of essential
goods, to creative (primarily, intellectual-spiritual) activity as a form of
development of a complex of individual gifts, naturally emphasizing “green”
reproductive cycles. On the one hand, this presupposes a return at a new stage of
social development to anti-consumerism and a model of behaviour that ensures
satisfaction of only basic essential forces, on the other hand, the transfer of a
significant part of them to society and the state. Accordingly, the new era is
favourable for restrictions in consumerism and acquisitiveness / hoarding and
requires maximization of the social field of participants in the creative process. In
particular, decisive measures should be taken to overcome the gap between the rich
and the poor in the possibility of access to public goods, in general — in their way of
life. And in the process of decisive democratization of relations between labour-
creativity, property and management-power, the substantive function of social work
Increases.

Accordingly, the change in social ideals and the transformation of leading
mythologems from the standpoint of the value dimension of being, the cultivation
of a diversity of worldviews, and openness of consciousness have acted as a certain
intellectual prerequisite for the new entry of various irrational factors into social life.
Accordingly, the possibilities of rationality — a structure with its own characteristics
and laws dictating some elements of the method of cognition and the use of
transformed forms — are now doubly limited for use in social technologies of
transformation: both as such and in the conditions of rhizomes’ development. So,
the fundamental localization of rationally organized thinking and the construction
of reality are carrying out, its obvious self-limitation. Therefore, today's practice is
trying to integrate rational and irrational methods. However, it is precisely the
conditions that have now been created that push for broad juggling of public opinion
and the creation of popular political speculations. Thus, it is important to distinguish
between the “black box™ (vague but effective) solutions to problems and the shaky
mixture of the reliable with the illusory: if the first can be relied upon, then the
second is obviously unreliable for carrying out social work.
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Thus, ideas about what is due reflect value-sense complexes, are woven into
norms, traditions and foundations, form ideals and myths, structure development
through the creation of the Super-Project of the cultural-civilizational world and
social work’s realizing. The period of inter-paradigmatic transition additionally
diversifies the possibilities of a person's socio-cultural choice, and brings to the
forefront of public life factors of the collective and individual unconscious.
Scenarios of a breakdown into counter-modernity as a reaction of the culture of
tradition to the challenges of modern innovations are provoked by social rejection
of the growth of social division and the inaccessibility of the created goods for part
of the population, becoming an element of competitive interaction between cultural-
civilizational worlds. Stimulating desirable transformations (primarily through the
formation of growth clusters and a favourable social environment) should improve
the living conditions of everyone, expanding the range of socially useful creativity
(primarily in labour and management) and reducing the potential for conflict in
society, in particular, by overcoming non-labour differences in well-being and the
gap in living conditions of the population. Increasing the effectiveness of social
work and, in general, the complex of social pedagogy focuses on relying on myths
and unconscious layers of perception.
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