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CONFLICT MANAGEMENT: POSSIBILITIES AND
LIMITS

The return of a stable world order is a factor in stabilizing human activity
around the tasks of productive development [1-7]. The unwillingness of leaders to
uncompromisingly defend sovereignty is a powerful factor in the prolongation of
hegemony and monopoly. As is well known, the previous global political-economic
system has exhausted itself. For example, the aggregate consumption of the broad
masses of workers is unable to ensure effective demand for manufactured goods
(products and services). The pressure of accumulating garbage and industrial waste
1s growing. Zones of alternative organization of social life are expanding, and
various forms of repressive measures are on the rise. In this situation, maintaining
the previous hegemony is sought primarily by inhibiting competitors, primarily by
subordinating energy sources worldwide, imposing the dogmas of “a green
economy’’, etc. Steps in implementing this path have included, for example, cutting
european countries off from cheap oil and gas (particularly from Russia), the forced
“diverting” of Venezuela's potential, attacks on other allies of China and Russia, and
on “the global South”, systematic cases of international piracy and multi-level
sanctions, and the elimination of foreign military-political leaders and leading
scientists. Moreover, the technologies of “transferring the general crisis of the West”
to other countries are becoming an element of attempts to realize a strategy for
maintaining hegemony. At the same time, peoples encounter each other at various
stages and phases of their transformations; cultural-civilizational worlds experience
their stages by no means synchronously, so their partnership and competition largely
depend on the effectiveness of exploiting the specifics of chronologically
overlapping conditions and characteristics. Characteristically, radical Islamists
often partner with the West in preserving and exacerbating the characteristic features
of the past, while the features of the people's state organically combine the features
of a socialized system and the cultivation of the best characteristics of conservative
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foundations.

Meanwhile, at the turning point of eras, clashes between cultural-civilizational
worlds — bearers of past and future approaches — are sharply intensifying. Imperialist
conquests are carried out with extreme cruelty and ruthlessness: It is enough to recall
the destruction of the statehood of the German Democratic Republic and the Soviet
Union, the attacks on Yugoslavia, the genocide of Palestinians, the aggression in
Libya, Lebanon, Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran, the sabotage operations
and blockade against Cuba [8-24]. The evil and bloodthirsty, selfish and egotistical
leaders and ruling groups of imperialist states and their vassals are restrained only
by their willingness to fight for the sovereignty of their opponents using weapons of
mass destruction (primarily, nuclear weapons). To predict the course and limits of
control over a conflict, it is important to understand its causes, determine its nature,
in whose interests and by whom it is being advanced. Structural-institutional
weaknesses, financial overextension, and personal miscalculations are often
inherent in states in transition. The immediate dynamics of conflicts also depend on
the strengths and potential of the opposing sides, their financial and spiritual well-
being, the tactics and trainability of command and rank-and-file personnel, the
nature of political leadership, and so on. The opportunities and risks presented to
humanity by the unfolding historical process include trends that are predictable and
unpredictable, spontaneous and deliberate, unique and natural, uncontrollable, self-
governing, and controllable, evolutionary and revolutionary, cyclical and wave-like,
and irreversible (both progressive and regressive). However, eliminating
spontaneity from the mechanism of social development is, firstly, impossible, and
secondly, pointless. Spontaneity as a form of self-regulation and systemic self-
governance in social life will always persist, and even conscious activity itself can,
in some cases, lead to unforeseen, spontaneous consequences. The idea of a society
where absolutely everything is consciously (centrally) organized and regulated, and
where there is no room for spontaneity, is utopian and ultimately converges with
mechanical determinism. Thus, on the one hand, any attempt to force the
fundamental foundations of the cultural-civilizational world to change leads to
increased unproductive expenditure of resources (including human resources), or
even to their transformation into building blocks for other cultural-civilizational
worlds. Their results prove ineffective and are often swept away during subsequent
societal transformations. On the contrary, an effective path to transformation is one
associated with supporting promising forms of development for ingrained value-
sense complexes, and the principles, structures, and approaches based on them.
Accordingly, the range of strategic choices is closely dependent on the fullness of
sovereignty and independence [25-34].
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The strategic imbalance of the global situation and the destruction of the
foundations of global security were a direct result of the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact. Accordingly, managing chaos once again
became relevant following the destruction of the world order established after World
War II. As a rule, a specific international order is established by the victors as a
necessary system of rules of conduct. Thus, the escalation of conflicts, even to the
point of military clashes, was a likely development of the historical situation that
arose with the dismemberment of the USSR, and self-serving external intervention
fanned the flames. In particular, great power rivalry proves more important than
international law and the decisions of international organizations, which are
deprived of their restraining and regulatory role. The strategy of escalating conflicts
i1s part of the doctrine of imperialism: both for gaining advantages and for
maintaining hegemony. As always, the favourites of the past prefer to transform the
decline of their power into a general catastrophe for humanity [35-55]. The West
has chosen not to exploit the unique opportunities that opened up for human
development, the rise of social standards, and radical disarmament. Moreover,
NATO's aggressive metastasis has reached Russia's borders, relying on both direct
and indirect funding, implying a transition from a defensive to an aggressively
offensive nature, engaging in technical re-equipment, and gravitating toward the
globalization of its strategic network. The hallmarks of “a great state” include not
only a broad range of tools for maintaining genuine sovereignty but also the creation
of a vision of the future that is attractive to peoples and the development of effective
strategies for promoting of it.

Recovery from foreign information viruses can take various forms, but in any
case, it presupposes a moral and spiritual rebirth based on one's social heritage,
historical experience, and the fundamental value-sense complexes of one's cultural-
civilizational world. As long as nations remain intact, the dynamics of value
orientations are inevitable. However, “the source of the threat to peace” is clearly
evident from a simple analysis of the sources of external interference (from large-
scale invasions to measures of information and economic destabilization and the
preparation of coups d'état, for example, through “colour events”). Clearly, the
conditions for viral infection are facilitated when it is perceived as “one's own” and
the body offers no resistance, as well as when the immune system is weakened: this
was the case both with the dismemberment of the USSR and with the subsequent in-
depth appropriation of its legacy by external forces and the eating of the post-Soviet
“pie”. Undoubted personal guilt lies in the apologetic PR presentation and the servile
service to the ethnocracy freaks, not only by representatives of the “power bloc” but
also by various troubadours of decline in the ideological and propaganda sphere.
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Thus, a revision of practical and theoretical foundations is an important factor in
combining continuity and innovation in development: if nation-states are late or fail
to create and maintain social order in the new conditions, monopolies, primarily
digital giants fused with the West, will do so (in their own interests).

Torn apart by the struggle for power and property, torn into patchwork
republics (the borders between which were purely formal, logical only in the context
of unity, and constructed precisely for integrity), the Union — through lies,
thoughtlessness, the power of manipulation, and egocentrism — remained an
innovative Klondike, paving the way for a multitude of breakthroughs into the
future. The approach promoted by the champions of the fading social paradigm —
understands democracy as the power of international corporations (primarily “big
numbers”) through a globalist “left-liberal” agenda. For example, one of the
dangerous standard tools for hijacking ideologies, bringing chaos to society, and
subordinating the population and state to the dictatorship of dominant selfish
interests — is the totalitarian concept of pseudo-liberalism (fundamentally different
from the liberalism that lit the dawn of high Modernity). In turn, the use of the
bogeymen of “the fight for the climate”, “green economy,” and “alternative sources”
1s seen as a plausible pretext concealing mechanisms of inhibition and containment.

Thus, the turning point of the times further provokes leaders and ruling groups
of states clinging to fading privileges to seek out “windows of vulnerability” and
spark conflicts in various spheres against leaders who are growing and asserting
their independence. The socio-cultural, political-economic, military-technical,
informational, and spiritual-moral spheres of life require strengthening and
development. At the same time, the genie of destabilization technologies
boomerangs back on its developers, amplified by the mutual resonance of the
complex socio-demographic crisis of traditional cultures and migration waves
bringing a completely different worldview. Accordingly, conflicts, as a potent
weapon, are often inspired specifically to maintain dominance, but rather than being
localized, they spread and diffuse. In this situation, the return of a stable world order
is a factor in the overall stabilization of human actions around the tasks of productive
development and, in particular, overcoming the excessive role of conflicts.
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