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In modern linguistics, the study of public discourse remains a highly relevant 

area of research, as it represents a complex form of communicative activity that 

integrates linguistic, social, and cultural dimensions of interaction between a 

speaker and an audience. Public speeches perform not only an informative function 

but also a symbolic and regulatory one, contributing to the formation of collective 

identity and social cohesion. 

A specific type of institutional public discourse is represented by royal 

communication, which combines elements of tradition, political neutrality, and 

symbolic authority. Within this framework, the speeches of Queen Elizabeth II serve 

as a prominent example of stable and highly structured communicative practice. 

These speeches are characterized by consistency of style, clarity of message, and a 

strong orientation toward maintaining social unity. 

The material of the study consists of public addresses delivered by the Queen, 

with particular focus on the Christmas Broadcast 2020, delivered during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This speech provides a relevant example of crisis 

communication and demonstrates how linguistic and extralinguistic means are used 

to achieve a persuasive and stabilizing effect. The research is based on methods of 

discourse analysis, pragmalinguistic analysis, and rhetorical analysis. 

From the perspective of contemporary discourse theory, public communication 

is understood as a socially conditioned process in which linguistic structures interact 

with ideological and cultural factors. According to Norman Fairclough, discourse 

reflects social relations and power structures, while Teun A. van Dijk emphasizes 

the cognitive dimension of discourse and its role in shaping public consciousness. 

The linguistic analysis of Queen Elizabeth II’s speeches reveals several 
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characteristic features. First, the vocabulary is simple, neutral, and accessible to a 

broad audience. The speaker avoids complex terminology and uses commonly 

understood lexical units, ensuring clarity and inclusiveness of communication. At 

the same time, the speeches frequently include key semantic concepts such as hope, 

unity, service, faith, and togetherness, which form the conceptual core of the 

discourse. 

A notable example from the 2020 Christmas Broadcast illustrates this 

tendency: 

“Light brings hope.”  

This phrase functions as a central metaphorical element of the speech, 

symbolizing optimism and continuity during a period of global uncertainty. Such 

metaphors play a crucial role in shaping the emotional and cognitive perception of 

the message. 

From a syntactic perspective, the speeches are characterized by clarity, 

balance, and coherence. The speaker predominantly uses short and structurally 

simple sentences, which facilitate comprehension. In addition, rhetorical devices 

such as repetition, anaphora, and parallel constructions are widely employed. These 

elements create a rhythmic structure of speech and enhance its persuasive impact. 

An important pragmatic feature of the speeches is the use of inclusive 

pronouns, particularly we and our, which contribute to the construction of collective 

identity. For instance, the phrase: “We have been inspired…” emphasizes shared 

experience and reinforces the idea of unity between the speaker and the audience. 

This strategy reduces communicative distance and strengthens emotional 

connection. 

Another key communicative strategy is neutrality. As a constitutional monarch, 

Queen Elizabeth II avoids expressing political opinions or engaging in controversial 

issues. This neutrality functions as a stabilizing factor and reinforces the perception 

of the monarch as a unifying symbol rather than a political actor. 

In addition to linguistic features, extralinguistic elements play a significant role 

in shaping the overall communicative effect. These include prosodic features such 

as intonation, rhythm, and tempo, as well as nonverbal elements like gestures, facial 

expressions, and posture. The Queen’s manner of speaking is characterized by a 

slow tempo, clear articulation, and stable intonation, which create an impression of 

calmness and authority. 

Nonverbal communication is marked by restraint and consistency. Minimal 

gestures, controlled facial expressions, and a composed posture contribute to the 

perception of stability and reliability. This nonverbal style aligns with the 

institutional role of the monarch and enhances the credibility of the message. 
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The situational context of the speeches is also essential. The Christmas 

Broadcast 2020 was delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic, which significantly 

influenced its thematic focus. The speech addresses themes of separation, resilience, 

and solidarity. The statement: “The year has kept people apart, but it has also 

brought us closer” reflects the paradoxical nature of social experience during the 

crisis and serves as a powerful rhetorical device. 

In conclusion, the analysis of Queen Elizabeth II’s speeches demonstrates that 

the effectiveness of institutional public discourse is based on the integration of 

linguistic and extralinguistic elements. Simple and accessible vocabulary, rhetorical 

structures, and metaphorical language are combined with controlled nonverbal 

communication and a stable prosodic pattern. This combination ensures a high level 

of credibility, emotional resonance, and social influence. 
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