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Relevance of the Study. In the context of ongoing discussions on the ethics of 

war and the foundations of just war theory, Augustine’s reflections remain of central 

importance. Writing during the decline of the Western Roman Empire and the 

transformation of Christianity from a marginalized movement into an imperial 

religion, Augustine addressed new moral and political realities. His thought reflects 

an attempt to reconcile Christian teachings on love, non-retaliation, and forgiveness 

with the responsibilities of governance and military engagement. Although his 

reflections are dispersed across sermons, letters, and apologetic works, they form a 

coherent moral framework shaped by theological, historical, and political 

considerations [1; 2]. 

Aim of the Study. The aim of this study is to examine whether Augustine’s 

scattered reflections on war and violence can be understood as a coherent moral 

framework, and to identify the conceptual elements related to the justification of war 

and its conduct that later developed into jus ad bellum and jus in bello. 

Methods. The study employs historical-theological and hermeneutical 

methods, analyzing selected Augustinian texts, including The City of God, Contra 

Faustum, De libero arbitrio, De sermone Domini in monte, and letters, in order to 

reconstruct the underlying moral logic and theological premises of Augustine’s 

reasoning [3]. 

Results. The analysis demonstrates that Augustine’s reflections on war emerge 

from a specific historical and theological context. Unlike earlier Christian writers 

who largely rejected military participation, Augustine addressed the realities of 

political responsibility in a time of instability and transformation [4]. He attempts to 

reconcile the New Testament command to love enemies with the necessity of 

defending the political community. 
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A central element of Augustine’s thought is his understanding of human nature 

as deeply affected by sin, particularly through the concept of libido dominandi the 

desire for domination which drives conflict and violence. In The City of God, 

Augustine argues that war is an unavoidable feature of the fallen world and that even 

the righteous cannot entirely escape its consequences [5]. War is therefore not 

inherently good but may function within divine providence as a means of correction 

and restraint. 

Augustine introduces key conceptual elements that later become associated 

with jus ad bellum. The question of just cause is central, although often expressed 

in broad and flexible terms. In some cases, Augustine refers to wars initiated by 

divine command, understood within specific biblical narratives rather than as a 

generalizable principle [6]. At the same time, he places significant emphasis on inner 

disposition and intention, arguing that moral evaluation depends not only on 

external circumstances but also on the motivations behind action [7]. 

The issue of legitimate authority is closely connected to Augustine’s 

understanding of peace and order. He views political authority as part of the natural 

order established by God, even when exercised imperfectly. Obedience to authority 

is therefore generally required for the sake of maintaining earthly peace, although it 

remains limited by higher moral considerations [8]. 

Right intention is another essential component. Augustine consistently 

emphasizes that war must be motivated by the pursuit of peace rather than 

domination, revenge, or cruelty. Even in conflict, the internal disposition of the 

individual remains central, and moral responsibility is located primarily in the will 

rather than in external actions alone [9]. 

Augustine’s reflections also contain proto-elements of jus in bello. He stresses 

the importance of restraint, proportionality, and moral discipline in the conduct of 

war. Violence must be limited to what is necessary, and cruelty, hatred, and 

excessive force are strongly condemned [5]. While he allows that soldiers may act 

under authority, he also recognizes the need for moral discernment, particularly in 

cases where commands conflict with divine truth [10]. 

Furthermore, Augustine distinguishes between different roles within society. 

Clergy, for example, are not expected to participate in warfare and are instead tasked 

with spiritual responsibilities, although they may take measures to preserve their 

lives under persecution [11]. His treatment of non-combatants is less explicit, but 

his emphasis on peace and moral restraint implies limitations on violence. 

Conclusion. The study demonstrates that Augustine’s reflections, although not 

presented as a formal system, form a coherent moral framework grounded in 

theological principles such as human fallenness, divine providence, and the pursuit 
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of peace. His thought introduces key conceptual elements related to the justification 

and conduct of war, which later develop into the just war tradition. 

Rather than offering a rigid doctrine, Augustine provides an ethical framework 

that acknowledges the tragic realities of a fallen world while maintaining the 

primacy of moral integrity and the ultimate goal of peace. His legacy lies not in the 

creation of a formal theory, but in establishing the theological and moral foundations 

for subsequent reflection on war and violence. 
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