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THE PRAGMATIC POTENTIAL OF DEIXIS IN
MODERN SPANISH-LANGUAGE DISCOURSE

Introduction. In Spanish-language discourse, deixis serves as one of the key
mechanisms for realizing the pragmatic intention of the addressee. The use of
pronouns, adverbs, tenses, and other deictic means contributes to the actualization
of various concepts related to national identity, cultural memory, social solidarity,
and institutional interaction. Deictic units can perform identification, evaluative,
manipulative, argumentative, and axiological functions depending on the
communicative situation. The relevance of the study is determined by the growing
interest in studying the pragmatic mechanisms of discourse organization, as well as
the need for a comprehensive analysis of the functioning of deictic units in the
Spanish language, taking into account communicative, cognitive, and socio-cultural
factors. Despite the significant number of works dedicated to specific aspects of
deixis, many issues related to its pragmatic potential in various types of discourse
remain insufficiently studied. Deixis as a linguistic phenomenon represents one of
the most significant issues in modern pragmatics and discursive analysis, occupying
key positions in researching the mechanisms of reference and the contextual
conditioning of speech acts. According to modern linguistic research, deictic
elements account for up to 15-20% of all lexical units in the spontaneous speech of
Spanish speakers, while their functional load in the discursive organization of the
text significantly exceeds this indicator.

Modern Spanish-language discourse, encompassing over 500 million native
speakers in various socio-cultural contexts, is characterized by a pronounced
variability of deictic systems, driven by dialectal features, sociolinguistic factors,
and the evolution of communicative practices in the digital age. Traditional
approaches to deictic analysis, based on structural-semantic parameters, do not fully
reflect the pragmatic potential of deictic units in modern communicative contexts.A
comprehensive study of deictic pragmatic potential requires the integration of
methods from corpus linguistics, discourse analysis, and cognitive pragmatics to
identify the patterns of functioning of deictic systems in various types of Spanish-
language discourse. The analysis of the innovative functions of deictic elements in
digital discourse, media texts, and interactive practices of youth speech is of
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particular interest. The relevance of the study is determined by the need to reinterpret
traditional deictic concepts in light of modern theories of pragmatics, the need to
develop new methodological approaches to analyzing the discursive functions of
deictic units, and its practical significance for optimizing intercultural
communication in the Spanish-speaking world. Fundamental research on the
pragmatic aspects of deixis (Escandell Vidal M.V., 2021; Hidalgo Navarro A.,
2022) demonstrated the complexity of deictic systems interacting with contextual
factors and the discursive strategies of speakers.

The study of personal, spatial, temporal, social, and discursive deixis as tools
for constructing communicative reality is of particular importance. Deictic units
allow for not only the localization of communication participants within the "I - here
- now" coordinate system but also the formation of specific models for perceiving
reality, reflecting society's value orientations, representing collective identity, and
implementing speech impact strategies.

Conclusions. The aim of the study is to identify and systematize the pragmatic
functions of deics in modern Spanish-language discourse, determine its role in
shaping the communicative space, and describe the mechanisms of interaction
between deictic means and cognitive and socio-cultural knowledge structures.

The theoretical significance of the work lies in the further development of
pragmalinguistics and deixis theory, as well as in clarifying concepts regarding the
interconnection between language, thinking, and discourse. The practical value of
the research lies in the possibility of using its results in pragmatics, discourse
analysis, cognitive linguistics, communication theory, and Spanish linguistics
COUrses.
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