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PARTICIPATION OF UZBEK PARTISANS IN THE 

RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN FRANCE 
 

The Second World War brought immense hardships upon the peoples of the 

world. Along with all freedom-loving peoples of the world, the Uzbek people also 

fought against the scourge of fascism. Although the war is taking place thousands 

of kilometers away from the territory of Uzbekistan, its cold breath is blowing to 

our country. As an integral part of the USSR, Uzbekistan was drawn into the vortex 

of war from the very first days of the war. Over the course of four years, more than 

1,950,000 young men and women from Uzbekistan were mobilized to the front lines 

of the war against Nazi Germany and its enemies[1, P. 7]. More than 896,000 of 

them were killed or went missing. 

Uzbek soldiers fought fierce battles against the enemy on all fronts of the 

Soviet-German front. They also took an active part in the resistance movement in 

the territories occupied by Germany and in the liberation of the territories of the 

USSR, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, and Western Europe from German 

invaders. Particularly famous among the partisans were the names of Ganitoy 

Tashniyazov, who fought in the "Iskra" partisan detachment, and Mamadali 

Topiboldiev, who fought in the "Chekist" partisan detachment. According to sources 

of that time, partisan detachments consisting of more than 40,000 Soviet prisoners 

of war were active in the resistance movement in Western Europe [2, P. 203]. 

Uzbek partisans took an active part in the ranks of resistance organizations, 

especially in Italy and France. These guerrilla detachments consisted of Soviet 

prisoners of war brought to work in mines and mines, as well as former  

legionaries who had escaped from the national formations formed by Germany from 

prisoners. 

A secret organization led by the famous Tatar poet Musa Jalil, who was 

captured during the battles on the Volkhov River in 1942, played an important role 

in establishing contacts with French partisans operating on French territory and 
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recruiting prisoners from concentration camps and labor camps into their ranks.  As 

part of this secret organization, Uzbek prisoners of war, such as Fuat Sayfulmulkov, 

Garif Shabayev, Gali Kurbanov, and Farit Sultanbekov, operated. In 1944, this 

organization was exposed, and M. Jalil and some members of the organization were 

executed. Among them were Fuat Sayfulmulkov from Samarkand and Garif 

Shabayev from Tashkent. Gali Kurbanov and Farit Sultanbekov were sent to a labor 

camp after their guilt was not proven. 

In August 1944, G. Kurbanov escaped from prison with 18 accomplices and 

joined the French Resistance movement. F. Sultanbekov was arrested while fleeing 

from a camp in the city of Lumberg and thrown into a concentration camp. He was 

released from captivity in April 1945 by the Allied troops[3, P. 6]. 

In the ranks of the French resistance movement, the "First Soviet Partisan" 

detachment, composed of 2,200 Soviet prisoners of war of 37 nationalities and 

ethnicities under the command of A.A. Kozaryan, fought alongside French partisans 

and liberated the cities of Ales, Villefort, and Saint-Sheli, as well as the villages of 

the Gar and Lozère departments, from the fascists.  For their bravery in battle, 663 

soldiers of the detachment were awarded various orders and medals of the French 

government. Among them were Rakhmon Rakhimov, Abdulla Rakhmatov, Sergey 

Petrov, Mikhail Andronin, Nasib Amirov, Ivan Dudko, Mikhail Sisadze, Alexander 

Mikheev, and other fighters from Uzbekistan. Members of this detachment were 

awarded the "Silver Star" Cross, one of France's highest awards, by the French 

government on May 1, 1945, for their courage in the struggle against the fascist 

invaders. Among them were A. Rakhmatov from Samarkand, S. Shomurodov from 

Bulungur, and R. Rakhimov and N. Amirov from Tashkent. 

Mambetnazar Abdunaimov from Karakalpakstan gained fame in the partisan 

actions in the French territories of John and Châtillon-sur-Seine. M. Abdunaimov, 

who worked in the fish farms of Karakalpakstan before the war as part of the Maxim 

Gorky partisan detachment, performed the task of blowing up the German military 

plant on the river flowing through the city of Albi[4, P. 5]. 

Among the partisans in the south of France, Hashim Ismailov from Kokand 

was very popular. Having escaped from military captivity, he organized his own 

partisan detachment in Southern France as part of the "Second Soviet Partisan 

Regiment" led by O. S. Ishkhneli. In March 1944, this unit attacked a prisoner-of-

war camp located in the city of Albi, Tarn department, and managed to free several 

prisoners from captivity. The members of his detachment were mainly former 

prisoners of war from Central Asia and Kazakhstan. Under the leadership of Captain 

Kh. Ismoilov, the detachment showed courage in the liberation of the city of 
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Zhukovly. In cooperation with Spanish and French partisans, he fought against 

German troops. In these bloody battles, the Germans burned wounded partisans 

alive, which intensified the partisans' sense of revenge for their comrades. For the 

courage shown in these battles, Tashkent partisans Tojiboy Ziyaev,  

Khasan Djabarov, and Andrey Ayrapetov were awarded the "Silver Star" Cross 

[5, P. 275]. 

On August 15, 1944, the city of Carmo was liberated by Soviet and French 

partisans. Tojiboy Ziyayev and Hoshim Ismoilov were awarded the Order of Joan 

of Arc for the courage shown in the liberation of Jukeville and the city of Karmo. In 

these battles, B. Sagdullaev, A. Gafurov, Kuldashev, and Alimov demonstrated 

courage in the liberation of the south of France as part of the "Second Soviet 

Partisans" detachment. 

Uzbek partisans participated in the liberation of Poitiers, Clermont, Toulouse, 

Nîmes, and many other cities in southern France. In August 1944, Soviet partisans, 

together with the Paris insurgents, liberated the city of Paris from German invaders. 

The Soviet Red Banner was installed at the top of the USSR Embassy in Paris, which 

had been liberated by Soviet partisans[5, P. 276]. For their courage in the ranks of 

resistance organizations in France, Soviet partisans were also awarded various 

orders and medals by the Soviet government. Among them, Sariboy Shomurodov 

was awarded the Order of the Red Star, while Abdulla Rakhmatov and Hasan 

Jabborov were awarded the Medal "For Courage." Many of the former partisans 

were repatriated to their homeland after the war ended. 

In 1994, the 50th anniversary of the liberation from German occupation was 

widely celebrated in France. Former fighters who showed heroism for the freedom 

of France were awarded the jubilee medal of the French government. The French 

Embassy in Uzbekistan also awarded medals to Uzbek fighters. 

World War II left an indelible mark on the memory of the peoples of the world. 

As part of the USSR, Uzbeks also fought against the enemy of humanity—fascism. 

The feats they performed were recorded in the annals of the Second World War. It 

is our duty to convey these heroic deeds to the younger generation and to perpetuate 

the memory of our ancestors in the memory of the younger generation. 
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