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PILGRIMAGE TOURISM AS AN IMPORTANT SECTOR
OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

Introduction. In the twenty-first century, tourism has become one of the
strategic sectors of the global economy. It serves as an important instrument for
strengthening economic, cultural, and social ties among countries. Tourism
comprises numerous branches, among which pilgrimage tourism occupies a
distinctive position. Pilgrimage tourism is closely associated with individuals’
religious beliefs, spiritual needs, and interest in historical heritage. In this regard, it
possesses not only economic significance but also spiritual and moral value.

Research Methods. This study employed a range of scientific methods to
examine the characteristics of pilgrimage tourism development. Specifically, the
analytical method was used to review the relevant scientific literature and sources;
the comparative method was applied to compare the experiences of different
countries; and the historical method was employed to examine the process of the
formation of pilgrimage tourism. In addition, a systems approach was adopted to
determine its economic and social significance, while statistical analysis methods
were used to examine the available statistical data.

Problem Statement. Pilgrimage tourism represents one of the most
extensively studied fields in tourism research. The theoretical foundations of
pilgrimage tourism, its economic and social significance, and the factors influencing
its development have been examined in the scholarly works of both international
and national researchers. A number of studies have addressed the role of
religious tourism in the global tourism market, the cultural and historical
significance of pilgrimage sites, and their contribution to the development of
tourism infrastructure.
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At the same time, issues related to the development of pilgrimage tourism in
Uzbekistan, the effective utilization of existing sacred sites, and their promotion at
the international level occupy an important place in scientific research.
Nevertheless, a comprehensive examination of the economic and spiritual
significance of pilgrimage tourism, together with an in-depth analysis of its
development prospects, remains a relevant research objective.

Results and Discussion. Pilgrimage tourism refers to travel undertaken for the
purpose of visiting sacred places, religious sites, the mausoleums of saints, and
historical places of worship. M. A. Vinokurov considers pilgrimage tourism in a
broader context. According to his view, religious (pilgrimage) tourism is aimed at
visiting sacred places and religious centers, including ecclesiastical monuments and
relics. This type of tourism encompasses journeys undertaken to participate in
religious rituals, educational trips intended to familiarize visitors with the history
and culture of different religions, as well as scientific visits by specialists engaged
in religious studies. This definition implies that pilgrimage tourism is not limited
exclusively to believers but is also open to other categories of visitors.

Agreeing with K. A. Mazin's view regarding the need to provide legislative and
tax incentives for religious pilgrims, it should also be noted that pilgrimage, in its
religious context, constitutes an important subject of scientific research and,
consequently, falls within the scope of academic inquiry.

Pilgrimage tourism has existed since ancient times and originally emerged in
connection with religious rituals and beliefs. For example, in Islam, the Hajj is a
mandatory religious obligation, and every year millions of Muslims travel to the city
of Mecca. Another significant religious practice is the Umrah, which may be
performed throughout the year. In Christianity, Vatican City is regarded as a major
pilgrimage destination, while in Buddhism, Bodh Gaya is recognized as one of the
holiest pilgrimage sites.

According to historical sources, people traveled long distances to visit sacred
places even in ancient times. Over time, these journeys became more organized,
laying the foundation for the development of modern pilgrimage tourism.

The main forms of pilgrimage tourism include:

« Religious pilgrimage — travel undertaken by followers of a particular religion
to visit their sacred sites;

« Spiritual and educational pilgrimage — visits to places associated with
prominent scholars, thinkers, and historical figures;

« Historical and cultural pilgrimage — exploration of historical monuments
alongside religious sites.
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For example, the city of Medina occupies a significant place in Islamic history
and is revered by Muslims as one of the principal pilgrimage destinations. In
addition to fulfilling religious obligations, pilgrims also seek to explore the city's
rich historical and cultural heritage.

Potential for Pilgrimage Tourism in Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan has long been recognized as a center of scholarship and
enlightenment. The country was home to numerous distinguished scholars whose
intellectual legacy continues to hold great significance for both the Muslim world
and global scholarship.

The Imam al-Bukhari Complex in Samarkand is one of the most revered
pilgrimage destinations in the Muslim world. The Bahauddin Nagshband
Complex in Bukhara occupies an important place in the history of Sufism. The
Hakim al-Tirmidhi Complex in Termez is associated with one of the most
prominent scholars of Islamic civilization. Likewise, the Hazrati Imam Complex
in Tashkent is regarded as one of the country's major pilgrimage centers.

According to the Ministry of Tourism and Cultural Heritage of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, as of 1 July 2022, the country had 1,171 pilgrimage sites, of which
1,097 are associated with Islam, 57 with Christianity, 9 with Buddhism, and 8 with
Judaism. In terms of territorial distribution, the largest concentration of pilgrimage
sites is located in the Fergana Economic Region (400) and the Zarafshan Economic
Region (279), with the Fergana Region (182) and the Samarkand Region (149)
accounting for the highest numbers. The average daily number of visits to
pilgrimage sites exceeds 60,000. It should be noted that, in recent years, special
attention has been given to strengthening cooperation with neighboring countries at
the initiative of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Sh. M. Mirziyoyev,
which has contributed to an increase in tourist arrivals. According to statistical data,
1,881,345 foreign tourists visited the country in 2021, a considerable proportion of
whom traveled for pilgrimage purposes.

Economic Significance of Pilgrimage Tourism

Pilgrimage tourism has a substantial impact on regional economic
development. Pilgrims' expenditures on accommodation, transportation, food
services, souvenirs, and other tourism-related services contribute significantly to
local revenues. As a result:

« new employment opportunities are created;

« private entrepreneurship is stimulated,

« iInfrastructure is improved;

« the investment attractiveness of regions is enhanced.
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Furthermore, pilgrimage tourism is characterized by the absence of pronounced
seasonality, as many sacred sites receive visitors throughout the year, thereby
contributing to the sustainability of the tourism sector.

Spiritual and Social Significance of Pilgrimage Tourism

Pilgrimage tourism promotes individuals' spiritual enrichment and fosters such
values as patience, compassion, and mutual respect. The study of the heritage of past
generations and familiarity with the lives and achievements of distinguished
scholars play an important role in the spiritual education of young people.

Moreover, interactions among pilgrims from different countries encourage
intercultural dialogue, strengthen interethnic harmony, and promote religious
tolerance.

Prospects for the Development of Pilgrimage Tourism

To ensure the further development of pilgrimage tourism, priority should be
given to the following areas:

« improving pilgrimage routes;

« introducing digital technologies and online services;

« strengthening international promotion;

« training qualified tour guides and tourism professionals;

« preserving and restoring historical monuments.

Particular attention should be paid to integrating pilgrimage tourism with other
forms of tourism, including ecological, cultural, and gastronomic tourism.

Conclusion

In conclusion, pilgrimage tourism represents one of the most important and
promising sectors of the tourism industry. It contributes to economic development,
enriches the spiritual life of society, and plays a significant role in preserving and
promoting historical heritage. Uzbekistan's rich religious and cultural heritage
provides a solid foundation for the further expansion of this sector. The continued
development of pilgrimage tourism will undoubtedly contribute to enhancing the
country's international reputation and strengthening its economic potential.
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