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Introduction

In the modern era, the socio-cultural development of society, globalization
processes, the rapid development of information and communication technologies
and changes in the international security environment have set new tasks for the
military education system. Among these tasks, the formation of officer personalities
who are not only highly professional, but also loyal to national and spiritual values,
possessing high moral qualities, aesthetic thinking, creative worldview and rich
spiritual culture is of particular importance [1]. In this regard, along with the
professional training of future officers in military educational institutions, the
formation of their artistic and aesthetic taste is also considered one of the important
directions of the educational process.

The modern military education system is not limited only to the acquisition of
military knowledge and skills. The success of a military serviceman's professional
activity is closely related to his intellectual level, emotional stability, ethical
behavior, leadership qualities, aesthetic worldview and general cultural preparation
[2]. The possession of high moral qualities, sound aesthetic thinking and humanistic
values by an officer who has to make decisions, especially in complex and uncertain
conditions, directly affects the effectiveness of his professional activity. Therefore,
the systematic organization of artistic and aesthetic education of cadets as one of the
main components of the personality-oriented education model in military
educational institutions is gaining relevancel[3].

1. The concept of artistic and aesthetic taste and its theoretical and
pedagogical foundations

Aesthetic education occupies an important place in the comprehensive
development of personality. In modern pedagogy, aesthetic development is
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considered in unity with the intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional development
of a person. In this regard, artistic and aesthetic taste, being one of the main
components of the formation of an individual's personality, expresses his ability to
perceive, appreciate, create beauty and act in accordance with aesthetic criteria in
his daily activities. In particular, in the military education system, not only the
professional training of future officers, but also the formation of a person with high
culture, ethical norms of behavior and an aesthetic worldview is of strategic
Importance.

Artistic and aesthetic taste appears as a result of a person's emotional and
intellectual attitude to works of art, nature, labor activity, social relations and life
events in general. In other words, artistic-aesthetic taste is a complex socio-
psychological and pedagogical category that develops in interaction with the
emotional culture, artistic thinking and spiritual world of a person [4].

In scientific literature, aesthetic taste is characterized as one of the main
components of the aesthetic consciousness of an individual. Aesthetic
consciousness, in turn, combines such interconnected elements as aesthetic feeling,
aesthetic perception, aesthetic ideal, aesthetic assessment, aesthetic demand and
aesthetic activity. As a result of the unity of these components, a person has the
opportunity to choose beauty in the surrounding world, evaluate it and form an
aesthetically rich lifestyle.

1.1. Philosophical, psychological and pedagogical foundations of artistic and
aesthetic taste

The scientific foundations of the concept of artistic and aesthetic taste are
closely related to the development of aesthetic schools of thought in the history of
philosophy. Starting from ancient times, the concepts of beauty, harmony and
perfection have been considered an important indicator of human spiritual
development. In later periods, aesthetic thought develops as a spiritual value that
serves to ensure harmony between the inner world of a person and the external
environment.

According to modern aesthetic theories, beauty is not only a property of
objective reality, but also a subjective attitude conditioned by a person's social
experience, level of cultural development, emotional experience and individual
worldview. From this point of view, aesthetic taste is assessed as a quality formed
in the process of human upbringing, education and socialization. The richer the
personality is formed in a cultural environment, the higher the level of perception
and assessment of its aesthetic values.

These processes have a significant impact on the development of a person's
creative thinking, emotional intelligence, ability to empathize and moral values [5].
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Therefore, aesthetic education is not only the teaching of art, but also an important
means of emotional and social development of the personality. However, from a
pedagogical point of view, artistic and aesthetic taste is a quality formed as a result
of purposeful educational activities. Modern pedagogical approaches consider
aesthetic education to be an integral component of the general educational process.
The main goal of aesthetic education is to cultivate a harmonious personality by
developing a person's ability to feel, appreciate and create beauty [6].

2. The essence of artistic and aesthetic education in military educational
institutions

Artistic and aesthetic education in military educational institutions is an
Important component of the professional training of future officers, ensuring their
intellectual, moral, emotional and cultural development. The modern concept of
military education shows that officer training should not be limited only to the
formation of military knowledge, tactical skills and physical fitness. In addition to
high professionalism, the future officer should be formed as a person who is
committed to national and moral values, adheres to ethical norms of behavior, has
an aesthetic worldview, is creatively thinking and has a developed sense of social
responsibility. In this regard, artistic and aesthetic education is considered one of
the main directions that enrich the humanistic content of military education and
ensures the harmonious development of the personality [7].

The essence of artistic and aesthetic education in military educational
institutions is primarily expressed in the formation of the aesthetic consciousness of
cadets. Aesthetic consciousness is a complex psychological and pedagogical system
that combines a person's ideas about beauty, aesthetic ideal, aesthetic feelings,
aesthetic assessment skills and aesthetic behavior. This system creates conditions
for the cadet to evaluate the world around him not only from a functional point of
view, but also from a spiritual and aesthetic aspect. Such an approach serves to form
a sense of responsibility, discipline, humanism, patriotism and professional ethics
in the future officer on a deeper basis [8].

A specific feature of artistic and aesthetic education in the military educational
environment is its close integration with professional training. The aesthetic taste
formed in cadets determines the cultural foundations of professional behavior during
future service activities [5]. This is primarily manifested in neatness in relation to
service clothing, aesthetic organization of the place of service, mutual respect in the
collective, ethical communication, a humanistic approach when making decisions,
cultural relations with subordinates and leadership behavior. Thus, aesthetic
education becomes a factor that directly affects the improvement of the
organizational and moral qualities of military activity [9].
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The essence of artistic and aesthetic education is also expressed in the
development of the creative potential of cadets. Scientific studies show that people
who regularly engage in art and aesthetic activities develop analytical and critical
thinking, emotional intelligence, empathy, communication skills, and the ability to
make flexible decisions in non-standard situations at a higher level. In military
professional activities, these qualities are considered important factors that increase
the effectiveness of leadership, initiative, and operational management in complex
operational conditions [10].

Modern educational approaches show that the effectiveness of artistic and
aesthetic education depends on its systematic, purposeful and continuous
organization [11]. For this purpose, aesthetic education in military educational
institutions should not be limited only to classroom classes, but should use a variety
of pedagogical tools such as extracurricular activities, cultural and mass events,
theater and museum visits, artistic creativity competitions, military orchestra and
ensemble activities, book discussions, digital educational resources and project-
based learning in a comprehensive manner. This approach broadens the aesthetic
interests of cadets, increases their creative activity and enriches their professional
training with spiritual values.

Consequently, artistic and aesthetic education in military educational
institutions is a multifaceted pedagogical process that ensures the development of
professional competencies, moral and ethical qualities, emotional intelligence,
leadership potential and general culture of future officers.

3. Advantages of the formation of artistic and aesthetic taste of cadets

The formation of artistic and aesthetic taste of cadets is an important
pedagogical process that has a multifaceted impact on their professional and
personal development. This process primarily ensures the development of the moral
and ethical qualities of future officers. Patriotism, humanism, responsibility, honesty
and professional ethics are more firmly formed in cadets who master aesthetic
values.

Artistic and aesthetic education strengthens the emotional intelligence and
psychological stability of cadets. Art and aesthetic activity have a positive effect on
the correct management of emotions, the development of empathy and more
balanced decision-making in stressful situations, which is of great importance for
military service.

The development of aesthetic taste creates conditions for the formation of
creative and critical thinking. The ability to perceive and analyze beauty increases
the analytical thinking ability of cadets, allows them to apply alternative approaches
in solving complex problems.
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Artistic and aesthetic taste also makes a significant contribution to the
development of communicative culture and leadership qualities. An aesthetically
formed person adheres to a higher level of speech culture, ethical norms of behavior
and principles of mutual respect. These characteristics play an important role in the
management of the future officer's team and the creation of a healthy moral and
psychological environment. Also, this process strengthens the commitment of cadets
to national and spiritual values and cultural heritage. The study of the literary,
musical and artistic heritage of the Azerbaijani people serves to strengthen the
consciousness of national identity, statehood thinking and a sense of loyalty to the
homeland [12]. As a result, the formation of artistic and aesthetic taste leads to an
increase in the general cultural level of cadets. They develop a sense of
responsibility for aesthetic behavior, neatness, service culture, communication
ethics and professional reputation, which creates conditions for the formation of an
officer as an exemplary personality [10].

Finally, aesthetic education acts as one of the factors that increases the quality
of military professional training. Officers who are spiritually rich and have high
aesthetic taste adapt more flexibly to changing service conditions, give priority to
humanistic and ethical principles in the decision-making process, and establish
effective mutual relations with subordinates [13]. Therefore, the formation of artistic
and aesthetic taste of cadets is considered one of the important conditions for the
preparation of officer cadres with professional, intellectual, and high moral qualities
in the modern military education system.

4. Ways of forming artistic and aesthetic taste: theoretical and practical
approaches

From a theoretical point of view, the formation of artistic and aesthetic taste is
based on the principles of personality orientation, developmental training, culture
orientation and activity approach. The essence of these approaches is that aesthetic
taste is not a ready-made acquired quality, but a dynamic process formed as a result
of the interaction of education, upbringing, social environment and individual
experience. According to the personality-oriented approach, the interests, aesthetic
needs, creative potential and individual characteristics of each student should be
taken into account. Presenting the same content to all learners in the same way is
not enough in terms of aesthetic development. Therefore, pedagogical activity
should be aimed at developing the individual characteristics of students.

The activity approach justifies the fact that aesthetic taste is formed not only
through theoretical knowledge, but also during practical activity. When a student
observes, analyzes, discusses examples of art and is involved in creative activity, he
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assimilates aesthetic values more deeply. The culture-oriented approach considers
it necessary to build aesthetic education on the basis of national and universal
cultural values. The study of the literary, musical, fine arts, architectural and military
historical heritage of the Azerbaijani people has a significant impact on the
formation of national identity, patriotism and aesthetic worldview in students [10].

The concept of developmental training, on the other hand, recognizes that
aesthetic taste develops on the basis of the unity of cognitive, emotional and creative
activity. According to this approach, the learning process should serve not only the
acquisition of knowledge by the trainee, but also the development of aesthetic
thinking, observational skills, creative initiative, and analytical thinking.

One of the most important directions of formation of artistic and aesthetic taste
Is enrichment of educational process with aesthetic components. Humanities,
Azerbaijani and world literature, history of art, cultural studies, ethics and
communication subjects play an important role in development of aesthetic
worldview of cadets. In addition, teaching of military history, military ethics and
leadership topics in the context of national-cultural heritage strengthens influence
of aesthetic education.

Systematic analysis of literature, music, fine arts, cinema and theater examples
creates conditions for development of aesthetic perception, analytical thinking and
value judgments in cadets. In particular, discussion of artistic examples reflecting
ideas of heroism, patriotism, humanism and moral responsibility has positive impact
on formation of professional values of future officers.

The effectiveness of aesthetic education is closely related to the teacher's
professional behavior, speech culture, ethical attitudes and general cultural level.
The teacher plays the role of not only a source of knowledge for the cadet, but also
a model of aesthetic behavior. Therefore, politeness, mutual respect, high speech
culture and ethical attitudes in pedagogical communication are considered an
integral element of aesthetic education.

The material and social environment of a military educational institution is also
an important factor in aesthetic education. The aesthetic design of classrooms,
libraries, museums, clubs and cultural centers, cleanliness and order in service areas,
respect for state symbols and the conduct of military ceremonies with a high
organizational culture serve to strengthen the norms of aesthetic behavior in cadets
[14].

The analysis conducted shows that the formation of artistic and aesthetic taste
Is @ multifaceted pedagogical process based on the mutual unity of theoretical and
practical components. Theoretical approaches determine the methodological
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foundations, goals and principles of this process, and practical mechanisms ensure
the effective implementation of these principles in the educational environment.

Conclusion

The results of the study show that the purposeful and systematic formation of
artistic and aesthetic taste in military educational institutions significantly
contributes to improving the quality of cadets' professional training, their
development as individuals with high moral and ethical qualities, the development
of creative and critical thinking, strengthening social responsibility and leadership
potential, as well as increasing professional competence in future service activities.
The scientific provisions and practical proposals put forward in the article are of
scientific and practical importance in terms of improving the aesthetic education
system in military educational institutions, increasing the efficiency of the training
process and ensuring the comprehensive development of future officers.
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