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Introduction

Central Asia has become one of the strategically important regions of Eurasia
because of its geographical location, abundant natural resources, and rapidly
growing transport potential. Situated between Europe and Asia and bordering major
geopolitical actors such as Russia and China, the region occupies a central position
in contemporary international politics [2; 9; 15].

The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union significantly
transformed British foreign policy priorities. Under the concept of Global Britain,
London has sought to diversify its international partnerships beyond Europe, making
Central Asia one of the emerging directions of British diplomacy [1; 4; 10].

The purpose of this study is to examine the evolution of Britain's geopolitical
strategy toward Central Asia and identify the principal political, economic, and
strategic factors shaping bilateral relations.

Historical Evolution of British Interests

British interest in Central Asia originated during the nineteenth-century Great
Game, when the British and Russian Empires competed for influence across Eurasia
[9].

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the emergence of independent
Central Asian republics created new opportunities for British diplomacy and
investment. Initially, London focused primarily on Kazakhstan's energy sector while
simultaneously supporting regional stability and political reforms. After the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, security cooperation became another important
dimension of British engagement due to NATO's operations in Afghanistan and
growing concerns regarding terrorism and narcotics trafficking [8; 16].
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Britain's Contemporary Strategy

Since Brexit, the United Kingdom has gradually shifted from a predominantly
bilateral policy toward a more comprehensive regional approach. Parliamentary
cooperation has expanded through the establishment of parliamentary friendship
groups, while the British Parliament has increasingly recognized Central Asia
as an important geopolitical region requiring a coherent long-term strategy
[4; 12; 13].

Economic cooperation remains the cornerstone of British regional policy.
London seeks to strengthen partnerships in energy, mining, renewable resources,
critical minerals, and transport infrastructure. Particular attention has been devoted
to supporting the development of the Trans-Caspian International Transport
Corridor (Middle Corridor) [11; 12].

Geopolitical Competition in Central Asia

The contemporary geopolitical landscape of Central Asia is characterized by
increasing competition among major powers, particularly China, Russia, the
European Union, the United States, and the United Kingdom [6; 10].

China has emerged as the dominant economic actor in Central Asia through the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), becoming the region's largest investor and creditor
[6; 7].

Russia continues to maintain considerable political, security, and cultural
influence based on historical ties, migration networks, and regional security
mechanisms [1; 6].

For London, these developments create favorable conditions to expand
diplomatic engagement without direct confrontation with other major powers.
British policy increasingly focuses on sectors where the United Kingdom possesses
comparative advantages, including finance, education, legal reforms, environmental
governance, innovation, and institutional development.

Soft Power as the Core Instrument of British Foreign Policy

Unlike traditional geopolitical actors, the United Kingdom relies primarily on
soft power to strengthen its regional influence [12; 14]. The British Council remains
one of the principal instruments of British public diplomacy in Central Asia.
Through educational initiatives, English language programs, and cultural
exchanges, it promotes long-term people-to-people cooperation and strengthens
Britain's image across the region. Programmes such as Creative Spark and Creative
Central Asia have already involved dozens of universities and tens of thousands of
participants, contributing to the development of innovation, entrepreneurship, and
higher education.
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Another important mechanism is the Chevening Scholarship Programme [12].
Parliamentary diplomacy has also become increasingly significant. The
establishment of parliamentary friendship groups and the C5+1 dialogue reflects
London's transition toward a more coordinated regional strategy [12; 13].

Prospects for British—Central Asian Cooperation

The future of British engagement in Central Asia will largely depend on the
evolution of regional geopolitical dynamics and the ability of London to offer
practical economic and technological cooperation. Priority areas include:

1) development of critical mineral supply chains;

2) renewable and green energy projects;

3) expansion of the Trans-Caspian International Transport Corridor;

4) digital transformation and innovation;

5) climate policy and environmental sustainability;

6) higher education and scientific cooperation;

7) financial services through the City of London.

Central Asian states, meanwhile, continue to pursue a multi-vector foreign
policy [6; 15].

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Central Asia occupies an increasingly important
position within Britain's post-Brexit foreign policy [1; 10].

Britain's contemporary strategy is based on pragmatic engagement rather than
geopolitical confrontation. Economic cooperation, institutional partnerships,
parliamentary diplomacy, and soft power represent the principal mechanisms
through which London seeks to strengthen its regional presence.

The research also indicates that Britain's long-term success in Central Asia will
depend on its ability to develop sustainable partnerships that address the
developmental priorities of regional states rather than focusing exclusively on
geopolitical competition. Future cooperation should emphasize mutually beneficial
projects in infrastructure, education, environmental governance, innovation, and
investment.

Overall, Central Asia is likely to remain an important component of Britain's
Global Britain strategy, while simultaneously preserving its own multi-vector
foreign policy and expanding cooperation with diverse international partners.
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