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A series of reforms are being implemented in Uzbekistan to elevate the legal
consciousness and legal culture of youth. After all, the process of developing the
consciousness and mindset of youth is considered one of the decisive issues
determining the country's future. If the country's youth do not fully comprehend
state policy and help elevate it with a unified goal, achieving positive results will be
impossible. Therefore, the system of personnel training across all fields is currently
being revised. By studying youth attitudes toward law, they come to understand their
rights and become capable of protecting them. Introducing innovative methods and
other modern directions is deemed essential to elevate legal culture [1].

The earliest doctrines concerning legal views originated and developed in the
form of mythology, tied to divine forces, in countries such as Turan, Egypt, Babylon,
India, and China. In particular, from an evolutionary standpoint, it is important to
emphasize that they formed as the initial shape of worldview in Eastern countries.
For instance, the Code of Hammurabi (18th century BCE, Babylon), the Laws of
Manu (India, approximately 2nd century BCE), and similar collections of laws were
formed on the basis of religions. As a result, legal knowledge and skills emerged.
Subsequently, legal knowledge itself branched out into various schools and trends.
Examples include the patriarchal theory (Aristotle, Al-Farabi), the social contract
theory (Jean-Jacques Russo, Hugo Grotius, B. Spinoza, J. Locke, and T. Hobbes),
the natural law theory (J. Locke, T. Hobbes, G. Grotius, B. Spinoza), and others. An
analysis of the literature shows that when discussing legal culture, it is first
necessary to address the concept of what law is. Specifically, scholar V.S.
Nersesyans writes: "A more detailed definition of the general concept of law (legal
law, i.e., positive law corresponding to the objectively important properties of law)
can be expressed as follows: law is a system of norms established or authorized by
the state, and ensured by the possibility of state coercion, in accordance with the
requirements of the principle of formal equality"[2].

Before reflecting on the issue of raising students' legal consciousness and legal
culture, it is appropriate to define these concepts. In legal literature, many scholars
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have approached these concepts differently, and below we present the most optimal
ones:

Legal consciousness is a form of social consciousness that develops due to
living conditions and circumstances. Legal consciousness expresses the needs of a
legal society, serves to apply law to social reality, and helps individuals understand
the extent to which their behavior complies with legal norms. The sole prerequisite
of a legal state is the unreserved execution of laws. Legal consciousness serves as
the basis for an individual to deeply understand and sincerely believe in obedience
to the law, the necessity of complying with current legal norms and rules, and that
such behavior is beneficial not only for the subject of law but for society as a whole.
For citizens to comply with the law, they must understand that the law encapsulates
common interests. Legal culture is the level of society, the degree of the
population's awareness of existing laws, the compliance of citizens and officials
with legal norms, and intolerance toward individuals who fail to fulfill them. Legal
culture is conditionally divided into the legal culture of society and the individual.
The legal culture of society is viewed as a type of social culture that reflects a certain
level of legal consciousness, legal legitimacy, the improvement of laws, and legal
experience, encompassing all the treasures created by humanity in the sphere of law.
An individual's legal culture is an organic component of society's legal culture. This
activity corresponds to societal development and its culture in the sphere of law,
resulting in the continuous legal enrichment of society [3].

At present, the interdependence of educational content, teaching forms, and
applicable methods holds special significance in the processes of teaching legal
knowledge to students. Moreover, in educational curricula, legal knowledge should
be taught systematically and step-by-step, stemming from the age and psychological
characteristics of students and pupils. Below, it is appropriate to cite several
theoretical views regarding the step-by-step implementation of legal education and
upbringing. Specifically, German philosopher and jurist Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel emphasized: "Comprehending and understanding law ensures an individual's
conscious activity in society and serves to form legal consciousness. He considers
legal knowledge to be a tool harmonizing social relations between the individual
and the state"[4]. Because as long as an individual resides in society, they must
certainly live by complying with the moral and legal rules and regulations of that
society. The state undoubtedly develops legal norms keeping the interests of society
and individuals in mind and promotes them among the population. However, the
intended goal is achieved much faster as a result of individuals also expressing a
conscious attitude toward these processes and becoming active participants in them.
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Furthermore, legal knowledge serves to increase students' activity in society
and fosters interest in participating directly or indirectly in the state's governance
activities. Examples include an active stance in electoral processes or various
promotional and awareness-raising events organized by our government. Such
factors determine the balance between the state and individuals in a democratic
society.

Regarding the significance of legal knowledge in society, American
philosopher and educator John Dewey expressed views on the importance of
actively applying legal knowledge in practical life. In his view: "Legal education is
not merely a collection of theoretical knowledge, but a process shaped through the
student's real social experience”[5]. Dewey scientifically substantiated that legal
knowledge serves to develop democratic thinking and civic responsibility in
students. The very era demonstrates how relevant these classic ideas are to modern
requirements. Indeed, the most crucial aspect of raising students' legal culture is
their studying these norms by connecting them with practice and striving to see the
outcomes. When speaking of connecting with practice, social partnership in
education is directly considered beneficial. Naturally, the question "What is social
partnership?" inevitably arises. "Social partnership is cooperation between state
bodies and civil society institutions, including public associations and other non-
governmental non-profit organizations, citizens' self-governance bodies, and mass
media, in developing and implementing socio-economic development programs of
the country, including sectoral and regional programs, as well as normative-legal
acts and other decisions concerning the rights and legitimate interests of citizens"[6].
English jurist H.L.A. Hart explains legal knowledge as an essential condition for
understanding the legal system. He believes that the ability to understand and
interpret legal norms shapes an individual's legal consciousness. Hart's theory
substantiates the importance of an analytical approach in legal education [7].

Proceeding from the above, it can be said that a well-reformed educational
system serves to elevate legal culture to a qualitatively new stage through the deep
comprehension of legal knowledge, the development of legal thinking and critical
reasoning, and creates a solid guarantee of the rule of law and sustainable
development in society. Having studied the views of Western and Central Asian
legal scholars cited throughout this research paper, we deemed it necessary to state
the author's views regarding students' legal culture as follows. Thus, from the
moment a human is born and their right to life is guaranteed, they are considered a
full member of society and the owner of rights, legitimate interests, and obligations
guaranteed by the state for every citizen of Uzbekistan. In the process of gradually
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adapting and integrating into societal life, they also master the moral and legal
discipline of this society and must begin to understand that these must be followed.
The educational system emerges as the primary mediator between these important
phenomena. Therefore, the legal literacy and the necessity and importance of
complying with legal norms by students, and the youth stratum as a whole, can be
conveyed to them precisely and systematically only through the educational system.
As we mentioned above, the principles of social partnership also directly assist in
this process.
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